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My approach

* Europeans have made major contributions to
regional science, laying the foundations for location
theory and the analysis of regional development;

nowever, a detailed survey of these contributions is

peyond the scope of this presentation.

* |Instead, the focus will be upon the European regional
science congress, the institution created fifty years
ago to enable us to present our own research, learn
from that of others, and initiate collaboration with
fellow regional scientists




Structure of presentation

The first European Congress, in The Hague, 1961

Isard’s 1960 European tour to promote regional
science

Fifty years of congresses 1: 1960s and 1970s

The setting up of ERSA and the EOC in 1982

Fifty years of congresses 2: 1980s, 1990s and 2000s
Some personal reflections on European Congresses



The first European Congress

Held at the Institute of Social Studies in The Hague; twelve months earlier
the Institute had hosted a ‘pilot’ regional science conference

Programme arranged by Walter Isard in association with Jacques Thijsse
at the Institute

122 delegates (3 women) attended, from 29 countries: nobody currently
at the Jonkoping Congress was there: but Walter Christaller, Stan
Czamanski,, Per Holm, Roland Artle, Tom Reiner, Antoni Kuklinski (and
others) were



Program Regional Science Association
Institute of Social Studies, 27 Molenstraat, Hague, Holland,
September 4-7, 1961

(Sessions on September 7 are joint with the Commission on Methods of
Economic Regionalization, International Geographical Union)

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 196]
9:00 AM.,  Registration

10:30 AM.  Subject: Comprehensive Regional and Economic Planning
Chairman:  E. de Vries, Institute of Social Studies, Hague

Paper: 1. Planning and Regional Science Techniques
W. Isard and T. Reiner, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Discussants: P, Bernard, Pans; A. Kuklinski, Institute of Geography, Warsaw

230P.M.  Subject; Studies of Metropolitan Regions
Chairman; . Rosenfeld, Society of Applied Mathematics, Paris
Papers: 1. The Use of Interchange Models in the Study of Metropolitan
Economies
R. Artle, University of California, USA
2. Coneept of a Planning Atlas for a Metropolitan Region

A. Kiiln, Akademie fiir Raumforschung und Landesplanung,
Germany

Discussants: J. Piperogiou, Doxiadis Associates, Athens; R. Trias Fargas,
University of Barcelona, Spain

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1961

9:30 AM.  Subject: Industrial Location Studies for a Svstem of Regions
Chairman: 8. Lombardini, Instituto Ricerche Economico-Sociali, Torino

Papers: 1. Spatial Distribution of Industry
J. Tinbergen and H, C. Bos, Netherlands Institute of Economics

2. Statistical Explanations of the Relative Shift of Manufacturing
Employment among Regions of the United States
V. Fuchs, Ford Foundation, USA

3. The Model of Optimization of Foreign Trade Policy in a
Planned Economy
W. Trzeciakowski, Committee on Space-Economy and
Regional Planning, Warsaw

Discussants: 2. Holm, Stockholm; M. Verhuist, Paris

230 PM.  Subject: Social Accaunting and income Analysis for Regions
Chairman:  To be announced

Papers: 1. Regional Distribution of National Wealth in Yugoslavia
[. Vinski, Institute of Economics, Zagreb. Yugoslavia

2. Regional Income Distribution in Spain, by Region of Origin
and Destination
J. R. Lasuen, University of Barcelona, Spain

Communication: Problems in Constructing an Interregional Input-Output
Table for Greece
S. Geronimakis, Ministry of Coordination, Athens

Discussant: W, Hochwald, Washington University, USA

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1961
9:30 A M. Subject: Programming Economic Development in Regions
Chairman: /. Thijsse, Institute of Social Studies, The Hague

Papers: 1. Development Policies for Southern ltaly
1. Chenery. Stanford University, USA

2. The Propulsive Industry and the Propulsive Region
F. Perroux, Institute of Applied Economic Science, Paris

Discussants: J. Boudeville, University of Lyons, France; C. Doussis,
Ministry of Coordination, Athens

2:30PM.  Subject: Spatial Impact of Transport Improvenment
Chairman: V. Whitney, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Papers: 1. The Analog of Comparative Mecthod in Economic Geography:
Two Models for Predicting Future Use
E L Ullman, University of Washington, Seattle, USA




2. Regional Input-Output Model of Slukoku Area and Eoonomlc
EfYect of the Proposed Seto Great Bridge
F. Uyvemura, Kagawa University, Japan

' Discussion from the floor

S00PM.  Meeting of the members of the European sections of the Re-
wional Science Association

THURSDAY, SEFTEMBER 7, 1961

(Meetings joint with the Commission on Methods of Economic Regionaliza-
tion, International Geographical Union)

9:30 AM.  Subject: Concepts of Region and Regional Structure
Chairman: S, Leszczyeki, Institute of Geography, Warsaw, Poland

Papers: 1. Theoretical Problems in the Development of Economic Region
K. Dziewonski, Institute of Geography, Warsaw, Poland

2, Regional Analysis and the Geographic Concept of Region
A. Wrobel, Institute of Geography, Warsaw, Poland

Communication: Regional Input-Output Analysis and Development Pro-
gramming for Italy
V. Cao-Pinna, Bank of Sicily, Rome

Discussants: E. Panas, Ministry of Coordination, Athens; Members of the
Commission on Methods of Economic Regionalization of the
LG.U.

2:30 P.M.  Subject: Industrial Complex Analysis
Chairman:  To be discussed

Papers: 1. Large Arcal Complexes of Forces in the Soviet Union
J. G. Shaushkin, Moscow University, USSR

Discussants: M. Verburg. Economic Technological Institute, Holland:
Members of the Commission on Methods of Economic
Regionalization of the IGU

Summary Paper: Regional Analysis: Retrospect and Prospect
W. Isard and T. Reiner, University of Pennsylvania, USA




The first European Congress

Format is interesting: just 15 papers, all of them invited by Isard, great
emphasis on in-depth discussion; all sessions were plenary sessions,
increasing the opportunities for trans-disciplinary dialogue and discussion

Mix of American and European speakers, chairs and discussants

Summary paper presented by Isard and Tom Reiner, later to become a
tradition at European Congresses, until they became too large

No social programme: Isard believed that time was valuable and that
scientific discussion should be given precedence



Isard’s 1960 Tour to Promote
Regional Science

An ideal time to promote
regional science and the
Regional Science Association:

* |sard’s Methods in Regional
Science published

*North American base was by now
well established

*RSA constitution now allowed for
the formation of sections

During the summer of 1960, Isard brought his large family to Europe and toured
the continent in a VW microbus, stopping off for conferences along the way.



Isard’s 1960 Tour to Promote
Regional Science

%] Stockholm 11 August

17 August

The Hague 7 June Warsaw 26 July

Paris 14/15 June

Bellagio 2 July
Zagreb 11 July




Isard’s 1960 tour to promote regional science

Small gatherings, often piggy-backed on to larger conferences, emphasis
on open-minded, in-depth discussion and interaction between Americans
and Europeans

* Institute of Social Studies, The Hague: analytical techniques for regional
development policy

* Institute of Applied Economics, Paris: regional economic analysis

* Bellagio: regional social accounting and other techniques for regional
analysis

* Institute of Economics, Zagreb: regional science techniques in planned
economies

* Institute of Geography, Warsaw

* International Geographical Congress, Stockholm: inter-regional linear
programming

* Royal University, Lund: problems of urban theory and analysis; symposium
on problems in urban geography



Bellagio Conference 1960

e Arguably the most significant of the many conferences Isard
attended

* Organised by the Division for Areas in the Process of Economic
Development, in the European Productivity Agency as a
response to requests for study and action from Greece, Italy,
Spain, Turkey and Yugoslavia

* Led to widely-circulated book: Regional Economic Planning:

Techniques for Analysis of Less Developed Areas (Isard and
Cumberland)



Fifty years of congresses 1: 1960s
and 1970s



1960s

Isard’s work in laying the foundations for the European
Congress pays off: gradually research networks begin to
develop and strengthen

* The congress programme is organised from Philadelphia, by
Isard himself, later assisted by David Boyce; it is a system of
patronage

» Eastern Europe is consciously included despite difficulties of
politics, communication and finance: 1965 Krakow and 1968
Budapest when Russian participation increases markedly

* Choice of congress venues is influenced by a combination of
accessibility and by Isard’s efforts to encourage the formation
of new RSA sections



Congress
Venues

1961-
1970

O 1960s
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1970s

European Congresses continue to be organised by Isard and Boyce, up
until the London Congress of 1979, which was the first to be wholly
organised by Europeans

* Congresses attract upwards of 150 delegates, only a relatively small
proportion of whom present papers; at London in 1979 there are just two
parallel sessions and 48 papers

* The Rome Congress of 1971 is the first congress held in southern Europe;
there is a tendency to re-visit venues that have been used previously, such
as Krakow, Budapest, London and Vienna

* Summer institutes introduced (in 1970) as a second major RSA activity in
Europe
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The setting up of ERSA and the EOC
in 1982



Formation of the European Organising
Committee

A new organisation was needed to make arrangements for European
Congresses, now that responsibility had passed to Europeans

A core group was formed, with Peter Nijkamp as chair and Paul van
Rompuy as secretary

The core group developed a constitution for a European Organising
Committee (providing general strategic guidance) and transformed itself
into an Executive Group, responsible for detailed planning of congresses
and summer institutes

The European Organising Committee met for the first time at the
Groningen Congress in 1982

Subsequently the Executive Group was renamed the EOC and EOC
became known as ERSAC



First draft of the European Organising Committee

Constitution, 1980
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The role of the EOC was defined

The following points wers agreed concerning the role of the Z0C - sons« of which are
reproduced in the minutes:

- The role of the BCC is to share responsiblliity £or the organisation of the
annual RSA Buropean Congresz and Sunner Institutes and to serve as 2 network
for the cammunicatiaon of information about RSA activities in Burope.

- The EOC i2 to conaiat of an Executive Conmittee (sometipes referred to
formerly &3 the ‘core group') and Sextion Rapressntatives (dropping the
forpar diatianction between Advisory Board and Naticonal Saction
Repraeaenzasives).

- The Executlve Comyisziea should aarve as an actlve execubtive working group
rasponaible for ensuring the efficient organisation of European Congressss
nd Sumoer I[natitutex, It =hould be amall in size, and have a stable
nembership. Menmbership should rotate and members withdraw after a
reasonable perfod of tine. A resaonanle geographical repressntation of

|

SBuropean RSA sections should Se achieved, Ln part, through co-opticn of
local nraanisers of the annual CoNgress.

« Z2ection Representatives snould ensure that information about congress dales,
themes, arrangenents etc. is connunicated Lo section pembers as aqiftly as
poseible.

- 3Swction Fepresentatives snculd serve 35 & 3eans of ohannélling She views of
sections to the Exccutive Commilles abtout possibla Congress themesa or topics
ant should encourage sugg<sticns for papers or ralated asntributicns,

perhaps on a particulsr thepe which might constitute & coherent congress
seszion. 3inilarly, thay might draw s=ltention Lo new vork whizh would
benefit from exposurs= al & Suropean mesting.
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EVROPEAN ORGANKISING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the First Meating of the European Organiaing Committee held st the
University of Uromingen on Friday, 27th August, 1382,

Freseot: Seppo Aho, David Boyce, Fetar Brown (Secretary), Edwin von Bdventer,
Riccardo Cappellin, CGeorge Chiotiaz, VYedia Dokmeci, Jan van Est, Pater
Friedrioh, Gecffrey Heawings, Waller Isard, Andrew Issarman, Peter
Klekner, Piozr Korcelli, Peter Kijkamp (Chairman), Jan Ooaterhaven,
Karip Paschel, Michagl 3onis,

Action

1. EOC structure, respons=ibilitiss and appointeent of meabers

1.1 PN outlined rcle of EOC as sharing responsibility for orgenisation of
Buropean Congresses and Sumner Institutes and serving a3 network to
cognunicate information abocut ASK activities in Zurope. A
representative should te ncnminated by each section to zerve on 30C.
Curr=ntly not clear that z2ll represented satisfactorily and how
repregenbalives nooinaled: problem as sacticons organised differsntly.,

1.2 Agraec FB to wWrite to currens representatives o clarify above and
otker points raised below. 4]

1.3 PKo notesd problem re role of ASA/section meaxbership as section
mzembers pot necessarily nepbers of RSA (e.g. Spain 400 section
mesbers - 26 members of RSA), RASA neabers automatically menbers of
seotion but GC noted seoticn uay not wish te accept them A3 sone seek
$0 Jjoin siwmply to further caresara. FPF suggeatad poiitical problenm i
nenbar csutside own sountry, DB confirmed RSA cpen to all and section
constitutions approved 5y RSA Council,




Executive Committee then = EOC now
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Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting neld at the University of Groningen on
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rresent: Feter Batey, 2Javid Eoyeoe, Pater EBrawn (Secrebtary), Bdwin von
(5% Rolf Funok, Gecffrey Hewings, Walter Isard, Peter Nijkasop
1), Jan Coaterhaven

Apologies: wWalter Bubr, Peter Friedrich, Isn NHasaaer, Paul van Eompuy

Acsion

« Groningen Congress Arrangements
.1 FN excendsd warmest Lhanks of the Zxecutive Conmitles B0 J0 and his
local Organizing Comnittee membars for all of Lheir efforts in

sennection with the Congress,

¢. Futurs Meetings

PN introduced ciscussion repcrting receipt cf latters from Courbls
gnd Bailly, Capellin and Xadse offering to accomnodale congresses in
16823-Poitiers, 198A-Milano ana 1335«Budapest raspectively.
Disoussicn focused on 1583 propesal based on Courbis and Bailly
responsea.  Poiliers suggested as aireacy planned ag venua for ASADLF
macting as University celebrating 55Cth aaniveraary, Congress to
follow French neating.

"




1980s

Working with the newly formed EOC, local congress organisers are
encouraged to inject their own distinctive flavour; as a result, congresses
become more varied and experimental

The Barcelona Congress (1981) sets new standards for the social
programme, but somewhat to the detriment of the scientific programme

The Groningen Congress (1982) is notable for the introduction of technical
excursions

The Poitiers Congress (1983) is a bold, partially-successful, attempt to
combine a European Congress with the annual conference of the French-
speaking section

The Cambridge Congress (1989) is the first to be wholly residential, in the
historic setting of St John’s College
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Fifty years of congresses 2: 1980s,
1990s and 2000s



1990s

A period of re-structuring and growth

The RSAl is re-organised as three supra-regional groupings, one of which is
ERSA; in Europe there is much debate about how much autonomy each of
these groupings should have; some favour a looser federation, cutting
historical ties with North America

Under president Juan Cuadrado Roura, ERSA undergoes rapid growth and
many new sections are formed, particularly in southern and eastern
Europe

A much wider geographical range of congress venues emerges, including
Lisbon, Moscow and Dublin

Congress papers are made available to delegates on a CD Rom, from the
Zurich Congress (1996) onwards

From the Vienna Congress (1998) onwards, congress organisation
becomes largely electronic, with the use of purpose designed software
developed by Gunther Maier



Congress
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2000s

ERSA makes considerable progress in becoming more professional,
responding to an increasing demand for a more modern and efficient
organisation with more membership services

RSAl headquarters moves to Europe and the principle of universal
membership is adopted; this means that more people are now within the
RSAI fold

The scale of European Congresses increases substantially, with congresses
at Amsterdam (2005), Liverpool (2008) and Jonkoping (2010) breaking all
records: 700+ papers, 26+ parallel sessions

Congress attendance is more balanced in terms of gender and age



Congress
Venues

1961-
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Who attends European Congresses?

Rank Country

1

-] O Nn = el [

L

10

Spain

The Netherlands
United Kingdom

[taly

Germany

Finland
USA
Anstnia
Turkey

Fussia

Participations

423
247
214
210
193
128
103
100
a0

78

Percent

16.3%
9.5%
8.3%
8.1%
7.2%
5.0%
4.0%
3.9%
3.5%

3.0%

Based on six years of data, 1998-2003, van Dijk and Maier (2004)



Do they come back for more?

Top 12 countries: Participants versus Participation

Country Participants Participations Index of Part.
Austria 62 100 1.61
The Netherlands 154 247 1.60
Finland 80 128 1.60
Russia 51 78 1.53
Switzerland 40 61 1.53
Sweden 51 76 1.49
United Kingdom 144 214 1.49
Italy 143 210 1.47
All countries 1830 2588 1.41
Spain 304 423 1,39
Portugal 54 71 1.31
Turkey 6o Q0 1.30
USA 81 103 1.27
Germany 155 193 1,25

Source: van Dijk and Maier (2004)




The social programme: London 1979

and

P )

A glass of sherry and a bowl of peanuts: cost
less than 3 euro per head



Statement of account
for the 1979 London
Congress

Gross receipts: £6,364.09
Gross expenses: £4,999.89

Operating surplus: £1,364.20




Liverpool 2008: &
Congress Dinner} \
in the Anglican |
Cathedral




The Epainos Prize

Part of a conscious effort to increase participation in
Congresses by younger scholars; a joint venture by
ERSA and RSAI

Prize first awarded in 1996, at the Zurich Congress

Later developed into Epainos sessions where young
scientists would present papers and receive detailed
feedback from ‘elders’; given protected time in the
congress programme

Plenty of evidence that prize winners are ‘tomorrow’s
leaders’ in regional science



Summer Institutes

Over the years, summer institutes have proved highly effective in
providing advanced training and in creating research networks among

young scholars.

They began in the early 1960s as a collaborative venture between the RSA
and University of California, Berkeley; first institute was supported by NSF

and lasted 8 weeks.

Rolf Funck brought the idea to Europe in 1970 and organised three highly
successful NATO-funded Advanced Summer Institutes in Karlsruhe.

Rolf Funck

Institut fiir Regionalwissenschaft der Universitdt Karlsruhe

in Cooperation with: The Reglonal A iation (Inter and
The Gesellschatt fiir Regionalforschung (German Speaking RSA-Section)

Regional Analysis-Spatial Systems -
Urban Planning

on Recent Develop ts In Reglonal Sci

July 24 through August 11, 1972 — Karisruhe, Germany



Summer Institutes

* The baton was passed to Peter Friedrich who organised excellent summer
institutes in Siegen, Bamberg and Munich.

* The Prepare summer schools organised by Gunther Maier and funded by
the EU Marie Curie fund are the current example. A successful innovation
has been the Prepare sessions at ERSA Congresses where Prepare ‘alumni’
are encouraged to present their research to a wider audience.

Peter Friedrich Gunther Maier




Which cities produce the best peer-
reviewed, published regional science
research?

Ranking of European cities in the worldwide top 25 according to

author-pages published in Papers in Regional Science

Rank | 19551964 | 1965-1974 | 1975-1984 | 1985-1994 | 1995-2003 | 1955-2003
1 Zagreb London Amsterdam | Liverpool Barcelona Amsterdam
2 | Warsaw Warsaw Stockholm | Vienna Zaragoza London
3 Athens Moscow Rotterdam | Ume? Amsterdam | Rotterdam
4 | Barcelona | Geneva Vienna Amsterdam | London Stockholm
5 Budapest | Laxenburg | Emndhoven | Grommngen | Warsaw
6 Paris Munich Milan Helsinli Vienna
7 Budapest Stockholm | Glasgow Budapest
8 Karlsruhe Athens Milan
0 Leeds Grommngen
10 Laxenburg
11 Paris
12 Madrid
13 Florence

Source: Florax and Plane (2004), Table 7. p. 20.




Some personal reflections 1

The increasing importance of plenary sessions, in an era when lots of
parallel sessions create conferences within conferences; the first
European Congresses didn’t have this problem

The general quality of papers presented is increasing: the Epainos Prize
and the summer institutes are an important factor here; organised
sessions play a significant role too, as does joint activity with other
organisations

We need a better communications strategy for our congresses
The idea of having one truly memorable feature of each congress

The need to exploit fully the world research network that RSAI provides us
with; our journals can play a role here



Some personal reflections 2

My first congress was that at Copenhagen in 1976; since then
| have attended 29 of them; for three of them (London,
Cambridge and Liverpool) | was the principal organiser; all of
them were daunting experiences

It may seem odd that for the first two decades, the European
Congress was organised from Philadelphia, but Walter Isard
and David Boyce did an excellent job and exerted a great deal
of effort on our behalf; we owe them both a debt of gratitude

The European Congress has displayed a lot of resilience over
the years and has moved with the times; celebrations of
anniversaries should look forwards as well as backwards and
ERSA, | believe, has a bright future ahead



