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Global Challenges and Regional Responses

Registration is open
Registration for the 65th ERSA Congress (Sofia, 25-28
August 2026) is open.

Benefit from the Early Bird rate until 31 May 2026. Final
Deadline before its price increases.

We encourage early registration to secure your place at a
reduced fee.

REGISTER HERE!

You can find information about the available fees here:


https://ersa.eventsair.com/ersa2026/regform/Site/Register

Congress Fees information Here!

Important Reminder for Presenting Authors
Presenting authors must complete their registration and payment by 15

June 2026 in order for their paper(s) to be scheduled in the Congress
programme.

Please also note that the deadline for full paper upload in: Young Scientists
Sessions (YSS) and Epainos Award candidates, is also 15 June 2026.

More information here

Plenary Speaker Announcement

Commissioner Ekaterina Zaharieva
European Commissioner for Startups, Research and Innovation (2024—2029)

We are honoured to announce that Ekaterina Zaharieva, European
Commissioner for Startups, Research and Innovation, will deliver a keynote
address at the Opening Session of the 65th ERSA Congress.

As Commissioner, she leads the EU’s strategy to position research, science and
technological innovation at the core of Europe’s competitiveness, security and
sustainability, including the implementation of Horizon Europe and the
strengthening of Europe’s innovation ecosystem.

Join us in Sofia to hear her insights on Europe’s research and innovation
agenda.

ERSA Prize in Regional Science 2026

Revealed
ERSA Prize 2026 awarded to Prof. André Torre

Distinguished researcher at INRAE, Paris-Saclay &
AgroParisTech, and former ERSA President, his work
on proximity & territorial development has shaped
regional science.


https://ersa.eventsair.com/ersa2026/congress-registration
https://ersa.eventsair.com/ersa2026/instructions-for-presenters

7 Award ceremony: 28 Aug, ERSA Congress in
Sofia

Journals News

Global Challenges and Regional Science (GCRS)

oo Volume 6

& REGIONAL
SCIENCE Check out the latest paper:

The impact of skills shortage on economic development
in Germany — A mixed method approach

Authors: Tobias Johannes Hertrich, Thomas Brenner

more information about this issue

Global Challenges and Regional Science (GCRS)

GLOBAL

CHALLENGES {9 Call for Papers — Global Challenges and
SCIENCE Regional Science (GCRS)

The European Regional Science Association (ERSA)
invites submissions to its newest journal, published by
Elsevier.

Since its launch in 2025, GCRS has achieved:

» Immediacy Index: 1.53 (leading among peer journals)
100 days average from submission to acceptance
* Strong trajectory toward Scopus indexation

~ 100% APC Waiver available for submissions
received by May 31, 2026.

After this date, the standard APC of USD 1,800 will
apply.

Take advantage of this opportunity to publish high-
guality, Open Access research with rapid editorial
turnaround.

Journal submission website:
https://www.editorialmanager.com/gcrs/default.aspx

Regional Science Policy & Practice (RSPP)
Volume 18, Issue 9

gﬂi”ii ;CiEHSractice Check out the latest paper:

Shared Prosperity in a Fractured World: A New
Economics for the Middle Class,_the Global Poor, and
our Climate, Dani Rodrik (Ed.). Princeton University



https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/global-challenges-and-regional-science/vol/6/suppl/C

Press,_Princeton, NJ, USA. Hb (2025), 269, ISBN 978—
0-691-26831-6

Author: Amitrajeet A. Batabyal

more information about this issue

Papersin

Regional

§cuence

o
< Association International

Papers in Regional Science (PiRS)
Volume 105, Issue 3

Latest Article:
Agglomeration and sector composition across cities:
Evidence from China

Author: Yuting Bai

more information about this issue

REGION

The Journal of ERSA
Powered-by WU

New Article in REGION Vol. 13 No. 1 (2026)

Latest Article: Disaster Risk and Property Valuation: A
Study of Auction Assets in Earthquake-Prone
Yogyakarta

Authors: Rahmat Saleh, Gea Dwi Asmara, Nurafifah
Wulandari

more

Scienze =
Regionall

News from Scienze Regionali
Issue (1/2026)

Exploring_Territorial Differences on the Role of Enduring
Lending Relationships for Firms’ Performance in Bad
Times

Authors: Lucia Errico, Sandro Rondinella

Explore the issue

Review of

Regional Research

Review of Regional Research (RRR)
Volume 46, Issue 1

Lagging regions between economic restructuring_and
addressing_societal challenges

Authors: Hendrik Hansmeier, Knut Koschatzky,
Thomas Stahlecker

Access to all publications here

Regional Research

Investigaciones
€@ Regionales

Investigaciones Regionales - Journal of Regional
Research

Investigaciones Regionales - Journal of Regional
Research has published the 64'd Issue, the first


https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/regional-science-policy-and-practice/vol/18/issue/9
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/papers-in-regional-science/vol/105/issue/3
https://openjournals.wu.ac.at/ojs/index.php/region/issue/view/36
https://openjournals.wu.ac.at/ojs/index.php/region/issue/view/39
https://www.rivisteweb.it/issn/1720-3929/issue/9988
https://st48ahcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLsKdt8uTnANmQS17m0gOyUFb0I_hR0wa_kwekr0-2xzRsNX2TMA-Sb0q7LMcD_iXINNRxPSr4h-TDSAk6naeGlm3a9uD56ZUByu0piXP6wSYaWLOdMDIu4liKx8IIX9OszUSiQ-V2Jqac8z3MPYsEiuTM-aDKkMZAhecdbB5l_BqE6TEH5o9BVRQSOgsQxhfB1sJxxdQnJuv8Sytw-2Qw==&c=mKlGp1qKaZJ33y8zb_CQ6-EHeeevlxv8Sydgk4O-y5bJf46XcVDhbQ==&ch=p6eoCDSKd6JP6_SqlDRlFMAkMe5WWisQyle7_QJP_Dt48Jf7dzsg_w==

volume corresponding to 2026.

Latest article: Regional Investment Dynamics: A
Comparative Study of the Autonomous Communities in
Spain

Authors: Alberto Vaquero Garcia, Santiago Lago
Pefas, Maria Cadaval Sampedro, Patricio Sanchez
Fernandez

You can access all the articles at:
https://investigacionesregionales.org/en/revista/numero-
64/

We invite authors to submit papers at
https://investigacionesregionales.org/en/envio-de-
articulos/submission-of-papers-and-others-
contributions/

| J
s

Latest issue of Romanian Journal of Regional
Science
Vol.19, No.2, Winter, Issued December 2025

Latest Article:"A community context perspective on
community-led local development under the LEADER
programme”

Authors: Daniel Pop, Marton Balogh, Babes-Bolyai
University of Cluj-Napoca, Romania

More information about this issue here

s
L

Immigration et territoires
Centres-viles
Logements sociaux
Fedéralisme fiscal
Confiits territoriaux

Journal of Regional & Urban Economics
(JRUE/RERU)

Check out the journal's latest Varia issue

This varia issue brings together five original
contributions on immigrant integration in France through
a territorial lens, citizens' preferences in town centre
renewal projects, social housing's proximity to polluting
sites in France, social capital and fiscal behavior in
Spanish municipalities and lobster fishing conflicts
approached through game theory.

more

Portuguese Review of Regional Studies (RPER): N°
74 (2026) is already available!

Editor-in.Chef: José Cadima Ribeiro
Co-Editors: Conceicao Rego e Jodao Marques
Published: 27-04-2026

https://www.review-
rper.com/index.php/rper/issue/view/74



https://investigacionesregionales.org/en/revista/numero-64/
https://investigacionesregionales.org/en/revista/numero-64/
https://investigacionesregionales.org/en/envio-de-articulos/submission-of-papers-and-others-contributions/
https://investigacionesregionales.org/en/envio-de-articulos/submission-of-papers-and-others-contributions/
https://investigacionesregionales.org/en/envio-de-articulos/submission-of-papers-and-others-contributions/
https://www.rjrs.ase.ro/index.php/current-issue/
https://www.revues.armand-colin.com/eco-sc-politique/revue-deconomie-regionale-urbaine/revue-deconomie-regionale-urbaine-no22026
https://www.review-rper.com/index.php/rper/issue/view/74
https://www.review-rper.com/index.php/rper/issue/view/74

Spatial
Economic
Analysis

Spatial Economic Analysis
Current Issue: Volume 21, Issue 1 (2026)

This thematic issue comprises of papers on
globalisation and topics and/or researchers from the
Global South.

More information about this issue here.

The journal published for the first time an editorial with
the list of journal articles that share data and code. This
can be seen here.

Journal of
Economic
Geography

Journal of Economic Geography

We are pleased to invite submissions to a Special Issue
for the Journal of Economic Geography on: “Advancing
Economic Geography with Al: Opportunities,
Challenges and Innovations.”

Official CFP

link: https://academic.oup.com/joeg/pages/advancing-
economic-geo-ai

Artificial intelligence (Al) is rapidly transforming how we
study spatial-economic processes—from text analysis
and network-based methods to spatial modeling and
GeoAl. While these developments have gained traction
in related fields, their integration into economic
geography remains uneven. This Special Issue aims to
bring together theoretically grounded, methodologically
rigorous, and critically reflective research at the
intersection of Al and economic geography.

We welcome contributions that explore, for example:

+ How can Al reveal new spatial-economic
patterns?

e How can unstructured or high-dimensional data
(patents, firm reports, mobility traces) inform
spatial economic analysis?

+ How can Al help rethink concepts like relatedness,
agglomeration, spatial inequality, regional
development, and global production networks?

+ What are the theoretical and ethical implications
of using Al in economic geography?

¢ How can Al insights translate into actionable,
place-based policy recommendations?

Paper Development Workshop: Selected contributors
will be invited to a one-day online Paper Development
Workshop in October 2026. This workshop offers a
unique opportunity to receive detailed, one-on-one
feedback from the guest editors and invited discussants
to refine manuscripts prior to formal submission.

Key Deadlines
¢ Extended abstracts (1,000 words): June 30, 2026
o Workshop invitations: July 31, 2026
o Draft papers: September 20, 2026
¢ Full paper submission: January 31, 2027

Submission of abstracts:

Please

email: yiou.zhang@tcu.edu, mabb@business.aau.dk an
d fvdw@hku.hk



https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rsea20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsea20/21/1?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17421772.2025.2590297
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17421772.2025.2590297
https://academic.oup.com/joeg/pages/advancing-economic-geo-ai
https://academic.oup.com/joeg/pages/advancing-economic-geo-ai
mailto:YIOU.ZHANG@tcu.edu
mailto:mabb@business.aau.dk
mailto:fvdw@hku.hk

Upcoming events

GfR German Speaking Section
Geselischaft far  16th GFR Summer Conference in Regional Science at
Regionalforschung  WIFO in Vienna

German speaking section of the
European Regional Science Association

This year’s GfR Summer Conference in Regional Science
will take place on 17-18 September 2026 at the Austrian
Institute of Economic Research (WIFO) together with the
17th Geoffrey J.D. Hewings Regional Economics
Workshop. We are happy to have Hans Koster (Vrije
Universiteit Amsterdam) as keynote speaker.

Extended abstracts from all areas of regional science can
be submitted until 15 May 2026.

Find the call for papers with further information & submit
here: https://gfr.ersa.org/2026/02/10/16-gfr-
sommerkonferenz-am-wifo-16th-gfr-summer-conference/

Submission Deadline
approaching: see https://ersa.org/events/german-
speaking-section-16th-gfr-summer-conference/

Florence, June 24-26 2026

Italian Section
<CD’ Call for papers - XLVII Annual Scientific Conference

AISRe
Associazions Ialiana REGIONS BETWEEN INNOVATION AND

SUSTAINABILITY: THE CHALLENGES FOR
DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

The Italian Association of Regional Science (A.l.S.Re),
the Italian section of the Regional Science Association
International (RSAI), announces its 47th Annual
Scientific Conference.

The conference, which welcomes contributions from
national and international scholars across a variety of
disciplines related to regional science, will be held at
the Dipartimento di Scienze per 'Economia e I'lmpresa,
Universita di Firenze, Polo delle Scienze Sociali di
Novoli, Florence.

More information: here

Call for Papers | 33rd APDR Congress, June 30-July
3, 2026, Polytechnic University of Cavado and Ave,
Barcelos, Portugal


https://research.vu.nl/en/persons/hans-koster/
https://research.vu.nl/en/persons/hans-koster/
https://gfr.ersa.org/2026/02/10/16-gfr-sommerkonferenz-am-wifo-16th-gfr-summer-conference/
https://gfr.ersa.org/2026/02/10/16-gfr-sommerkonferenz-am-wifo-16th-gfr-summer-conference/
https://ersa.org/events/german-speaking-section-16th-gfr-summer-conference/
https://ersa.org/events/german-speaking-section-16th-gfr-summer-conference/
https://www.aisre.it/en/xlvii-conferenza-scientifica-annuale-2026/

The APDR invites regional scientists, economists,
managers, sociologists, geographers, urban planners,
engineers, policy makers, and researchers of related
disciplines to participate in the 33rd APDR

Congress with the theme “Interregional Governance,
Cohesion and Sustainability: Overcoming Territorial
Inequalities for a Balanced Future" that will be held
from 2 to 3 of July, 2026, at the Polytechnic University
of Cavado and Ave, Barcelos, Portugal. On June 30
and July 1, 2026, just before the main conference,

a Sustainable Regional Development Academy will
be organized for a limited number of participants.

The theme “Interregional Governance, Cohesion and
Sustainability: Overcoming Territorial Inequalities
for a Balanced Future” underscores the growing
importance of collaborative frameworks that promote
equitable and sustainable development across regions.
In the face of persistent territorial disparities, effective
interregional governance emerges as a key mechanism
for fostering cohesion, resilience, and shared prosperity.
By integrating economic, environmental, social, and
cultural dimensions, this approach seeks to ensure that
sustainability is achieved not only within individual
regions but also across territorial boundaries, paving
the way toward a more balanced and inclusive future.

Abstracts Submission deadline extended:
* May 4, 2026, for the 2026 APDR Congress

Authors should submit their abstracts through the online
submission system by following the
link https://cmt3.research.microsoft.com/APDR2026

Looking forward to hosting you in Barcelos, Portugal!

The Organizing Committee and the Board of APDR
33rd APDR Congress

Portuguese Section

- Call for Applications

2 SUSTAINABLE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
ACADEMY June 30-July 1, 2026, IPCA, Barcelos,
Portugal

Places are limited to 25 Participants
Apply Now
About the Academy

The Academy is a two-day format, just before the 2026
APDR conference (2-3 July) at the Polytechnic


https://cmt3.research.microsoft.com/APDR2026
https://www.apdr.pt/congresso/2026/academy.html

University of Cavado and Ave, Barcelos (included in the
registration fee), including: outstanding Lecturers,
presentations by participants, and a field visit.

During the Sustainable Regional Development
Academy, the participants will:

¢ Develop a collaborative research project based on
the case study of Aguas do Norte, S.A.

¢ Understand the specifics of wastewater treatment
and the supply chain value in the water sector.

 |dentify problems related to the decarbonisation of
wastewater treatment plants, considering different
perspectives (e.g., economic, financial, social, and
environmental).

+ Design a strategic plan proposal aimed at solving
the problem of decarbonisation of wastewater
treatment plants.

¢ Present and discuss the proposed solution to the
identified problem.

Application Submission deadline extended:
 May 31, 2026, for the 2nd Sustainable Regional
Development Academy

here more information

asociacion
espanola

de ciencia
regional

Spanish Section
Dear colleagues,

We want to inform you that we are very pleased with the
20 proposals for special sessions that we have
received.

Please find attached the poster for the 50th
International Conference on Regional Science, which
will take place in Barcelona from October 21-23,
2026.

We would greatly appreciate your support in promoting
this event through your networks, communication
channels, and academic or professional contacts.

Thank you very much for your collaboration and
support.

Kind regards,
Carles Méndez-Ortega
President of the Organizing Committee


https://ersa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Academy_APDR2026.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/t13x24xjlsybw5fiojxhb/AGzisUJKlnnJkbA-YpRdOiw?rlkey=frv2i3twfsgz9ltrqy5ny0oyp&st=6euxkfw0&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/t13x24xjlsybw5fiojxhb/AGzisUJKlnnJkbA-YpRdOiw?rlkey=frv2i3twfsgz9ltrqy5ny0oyp&st=6euxkfw0&dl=0

50" INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON
REGIONAL SCIENCE

Barcelona 2026

Al-Driven Territories for a Sustainable Future
50 Years Building Knowledge for Regional Development

Special 50th anniversary edition organized by the
Spanish Association of Regional Science and the
Catalan Association of Regional Science.

Topics: regional development, innovation, sustainability,
urban economy, public policy and digital transformation.

fama)
October 21-23, 2026
9 Barcelona + Universitat Oberta de Catalunya

Confirmed Keynote Speaker

Ron Boschma

2024 Vautrin Lud Prize

asociacion
espanola
de ciencia

regional

Spanish Section
VIl SEMINAR FOR NEW ACADEMIC RESEARCHERS

- 24th _ pgth September 2026 - Faculty of Economics,
Business and Tourism of the University of Alcala

The Faculty of Economics, Business and Tourism of the
University of Alcald, in Madrid, is pleased to host the VII
Seminar for New Academic Researchers (SNAR)
2026.

Following the aims and scope of the previous
successful editions, the SNAR seeks to gather a
group of researchers, academics, and students
(PhD candidates or graduates) to share previous,
current, and potential future works among all
participants rather than presenting a specific research
paper, with the main purpose of guiding new
researchers in developing their long-term careers.

Thus, we especially invite you to present a line of
research (past, present, or future), or a project in
which you are involved (or that you are interested in)
rather than just a specific article. This year, the seminar
will be completed with some training courses for early
career researchers.

We encourage contributions on topics related (but not
limited) to the diverse fields involved in regional science
and input-output analysis: economics, econometrics,
urban planning, geography, tourism, inequality, health


https://files.constantcontact.com/27efd0e8001/f1aee725-2b53-40ea-8d93-55ba2948cbf8.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/27efd0e8001/f1aee725-2b53-40ea-8d93-55ba2948cbf8.pdf

and welfare, impact evaluation, structural analysis,
environmental economics, labour market, etc.

The format of the Seminar will be hybrid: all sessions
(i.e., practical courses, panel sessions and lectures) will
be available in a virtual platform. Therefore, registration
and attendance to the SNAR may be onsite or online,
indistinctly.

All the valuable comments and suggestions shared
during the meeting will also contribute to building a
network of researchers interested in regional economic
development and Economic geography.

Please, confirm your willingness to participate in this
Seminar by sending your abstract

to snar@uah.es, including your name(s), affiliation(s),
type of assistance (online or onsite), main topic and 3-5
keywords.

The Seminar will be held on September 24th-25th,
2026, in Alcala de Henares, Madrid (Spain), at the
Faculty of Economics, Business and Tourism of the
University of Alcala. Come to check it out and spread
the word! Looking forward to meeting you all in Madrid.

Deadlines:
Submission of abstracts: June 20th, 2026.
Notification of acceptance: July 5th, 2026

More information about the event will be sent soon.

More information in attach:
https:l/isites.google.com/view/snar2026/home

Abstract Modele:
Modelo abstract snar7 english

Serbian Section
- 31st International Scientific Conference: REGIONAL
g_bzrso DEVELOPMENT AND DEMOGRAPHIC FLOWS that is
2 going to be held on June 26th, 2026, at University of
NiS, Faculty of Economics, NiS, Serbia

Detailed information available on the
link:http://www.eknfak.ni.ac.rs/regionalni-razvoj/2026/

E wmasecus norsos COAtIAN Section

e Conference titled “EU Regional Development
Dialogues: From Policy to Research” will take place
on 28-29 September 2026 in Split, Croatia

(Technology Park Split) and is organised in


mailto:snar@uah.es
https://sites.google.com/view/snar2026/home
https://aecr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/modelo_abstract_snar7_english-1.doc
http://www.eknfak.ni.ac.rs/regionalni-razvoj/2026/

cooperation with the Faculty of Economics, Business
and Tourism, University of Split, the Institute for
Development and International Relations (IRMO), and
the Joint Research Centre of the European
Commission, together with several institutional partners.

I would like to particularly highlight the second day of
the conference, which will be dedicated to a Regional
Science Research Incubator Workshop aimed

at early-career researchers and PhD students. This
workshop is designed as a mentoring and discussion
platform where young researchers can present their
research ideas or work in progress and receive detailed
feedback from senior scholars and leading researchers
in regional science. We believe this is a very valuable
opportunity for young ERSA members to discuss their
research at an early stage, improve their papers, and
connect with senior researchers in the field.

More detailed information about the programme and the
Research Incubator Workshop can be found here.

Hungarian Section
Hungarian Regional Science Association 24th
Annual Meeting

"The role of universities in regional and urban

development”
HUNGARIAN REGIONAL

2 L Debrecen, 21-22 October 2026
University of Debrecen

https://www.mrtt.hu/en/annual_meeting_2026.html

.‘. RS lerael Israeli Section

(B B [sraeli section's annual conference is scheduled to take
place on February 23, 2027, at Sapir Academic
College, Israel.

More information soon

See all upcoming events

The Department of Planning and Regional
Development of the University of Thessaly and the
Department of Economics of the University of
Athens offer jointly an English-speaking and

€RDAy

€

i)

Development Management



https://files.constantcontact.com/27efd0e8001/ce9675a7-3a30-4096-933b-c92993ad8732.pdf
https://www.mrtt.hu/en/annual_meeting_2026.html
https://ersa.org/upcoming-events/

distance-learning M.Sc. Program in “European
Regional Development Management” (ERDM),
certified by the Hellenic Authority for Higher Education
(Decision QA_2668/17.02.2026).

ERDM provides in-depth academic expertise in the
interdisciplinary field of regional policy and strategic
management. The obtained knowledge and
competencies are related to the planning and
management of development policies at the regional
and national level, with an emphasis on understanding
the economic, institutional, and administrative factors
that influence the effectiveness of policy instruments.

ERDM is supported by an International Advisory Board
of leading academics from world-class Universities or
Institutions, such as the London School of Economics,
the University of Manchester, the University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign, the University of Strathclyde, the
Politecnico di Milano and the Chinese Academy of
Sciences.

For more information, please see: hitps://erdm.uth.gr/

Vacancies

Economic and policy analyst: EU Enlargement

////

l

— European |
== Commission

II!!I!I!!\\k\

We are hiring an economic and policy analyst who will
help the unit deliver policy advice for EU Enlargement
economies by contributing to analyses of economic
development, research and innovation, industrial policy
and/or Smart Specialisation Strategies in the region.

https://recruitment.jrc.ec.europa.eu/vacancy/2823

Location: Seville, Spain
Deadline: May 31 2026

=\ Project Officer: Local implementation of EU
= § European | jnvestments and policies

= Commission

l(

We are hiring a project officer to contribute to the
analysis of how EU investment policies and
programmes for territorial cohesion and
competitiveness are implemented at the municipal level,
using machine learning approaches to handle and
analyse large amounts of structured (e.g. EU
investment databases) and unstructured (e.g. web-
scraping, unconventional data sources) data.


https://erdm.uth.gr/
https://recruitment.jrc.ec.europa.eu/vacancy/2823

https://recruitment.jrc.ec.europa.eu/vacancy/2825

Location: Seville, Spain
Deadline: May 31 2026

\ Project Officer: Regional, urban and rural

N\ Euwopean | researcher

== Commission

||!|‘|!I!‘\\K\

The Territorial Development unit of the European
Commission’s Joint Research Centre is seeking a
territorial analysis expert who will contribute to research
on economic development, housing, transport, and
environmental challenges, delivering work that will
shape EU policies on regional growth, sustainability,
and territorial cohesion.

https://recruitment.jrc.ec.europa.eu/vacancy/2887

Location: Ispra, Italy
Deadline: June 17th 2026

Publications

Share Your 2026 Book Publication with the RSAI-
ERSA Community

Are you a member of the RSAI-ERSA Community and
have recently published a book (preferably written in
English)? Don’t miss this opportunity to share your work
with our network send the details to office@ersa.org.

00000O

ERSA | office@ersa.org | Milano, IT
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